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Interreg Aurora 21-27
THE MOST ATTRACTIVE PLACE IN EUROPE

To encourage cross-border collaboration, and thereby 

strengthening the competitiveness, sustainability and 

attractiveness of the programme area through social inclusion, 

digitalisation and just green transition.
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SUB-AREA AURORA
FINLAND
Lappi
Pohjois-Pohjanmaa
Keski-Pohjanmaa
Österbotten/Pohjanmaa
Etelä-Pohjanmaa
Kainuu
Pohjois-Karjala

SVERIGE
Norrbotten
Västerbotten
Västernorrland

NORGE
Finnmark
Troms
Nordland

SUB-AREA SÀPMI
FINLAND
Lappi
Pohjois-Pohjanmaa
Keski-Pohjanmaa

SVERIGE
Norrbotten
Västerbotten
Västernorrland
Jämtland
Idre Sameby, Dalarna

NORGE
Finnmark
Troms
Nordland
Tröndelag
Innlandet (Elgå Reinbeitedistrikt)





Summary of the 
Interreg Aurora Programme document






GREAT 
IDEAS
KNOW NO
BORDERS.

Priority 1 
Smart and sustainable growth

Specific Objective 1.1
Smart specialisation, research and innovation 

Specific Objective 1.2 
Competitiveness of SMEs



SMART 
SPECIALISATION 

• Industry 

• Space 
technology

• Energy 
technology

• Test activities

• Health and 
healthcare

• Digitalisation

• Transport 












SMART 

SPECIALISATION 





Industry 



Space technology



Energy technology



Test activities



Health and healthcare



Digitalisation



Transport 













image1.png







image2.png







image3.emf





Co-funded by 
the European Union




Aurora


















SMART
SPECIALISATION 3






& BEYOND

Specific Objective 1.1
Smart specialisation, research and 
innovation

• Create knowledge networks and cooperation 
between higher education institutes, businesses 
and the public sector

• Shared research infrastructures to enhance the 
uptake of advanced technologies 

• Development of innovative products, services, and 
methods as well as new business models

• Development of arenas, programmes, tools, and    
methods for supporting technology transfer

• Stimulation to create a critical mass in the region 
that can reach out to EU Programmes such as 
Horizon Europe
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& BEYOND

Specific Objective 1.2 
Competitiveness of SMEs

• B2B cooperation strengthening the use of 
technologies and advanced systems 

• Knowledge building activities and advice 
increasing the preparedness of SMEs to 
internationalize and grow 

• Linking companies based on complementarity 
competencies to enhance the innovation capacity 
and/or the formation of cross-border value 
chains 

• Cross-border cooperation between clusters and 
start-up hubs








SMART
& BEYOND
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CLIMATE
CHANGE
KNOWS 
NO
BORDERS.

Priority 2 
Green and sustainable transition 
Specific Objective 2.1 
Climate change adaption 

Specific Objective 2.2 
Nature protection and biodiversity 

Specific Objective 2.3
Sustainable mobility 



& BEYOND

Specific Objective 2.1 
Climate change adaption 

• Awareness raising and communication 
about climate changes

• Designing, adapting methods and 
methodologies

• Experience exchange and learning as a 
result of joint implementation 

• Development of climate adaptation 
strategies and plans, risk, and vulnerability 
analyses 

• Increased cooperation between research 
and locally based monitoring 

• Implementation of technologies, digital 
solutions, tools to cope with climate change 








GREEN
& BEYOND
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& BEYOND

Specific Objective 2.2 
Nature protection and biodiversity

• Data collection, surveys, inventory 

•    Designing and adapting methods 

•    Joint plans and strategies 

• Knowledge and best practice building and            
exchange, joint implementation 

•    Harmonisation of working methods, guidelines

• Restoration, conservation, and increased 
connectivity 

• Methods for including stakeholders with 
traditional knowledge in nature management 
and decision-making








GREEN
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& BEYOND

Specific Objective 2.3
Sustainable mobility 

• Analysis, simulations, and surveys 

•   Strategy development 

•   Plans, drawings, and designs

•   Coordination of plans 

• Planning and implementation of digital solutions 
and processes 

• Small scale pilot actions enabling lower CO2 
emissions transport systems 

• Experience exchange activities as joint seminars, 
study visits, surveys, and trainings 
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COMPETENCE
KNOWS NO
BORDERS.

Priority 3 Education, culture 
and sustainable tourism 
Specific Objective 3.1 
Education and lifelong learning 

Specific Objective 3.2
Culture and sustainable tourism 



& BEYOND

Specific Objective 3.1 
Education and lifelong learning 

• Benchmarking and improving services and 
methods of career counselling

• Joint efforts in the event of rapid changes in the 
labour market

• Encourage companies, workers, and educational 
institutions to participate in lifelong learning

• Develop cross-border education and training 
supporting entrepreneurship and business skills

• Joint cross-border products, services and marketing 
or accessability and mobility solutions

• Language nests/baths
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& BEYOND

Specific Objective 3.2
Culture and sustainable tourism

• Joint cross-border products, services and marketing 
or accessability and mobility solutions

• Activities to reinforce the resilience and 
diversification of tourism and culture sectors

• Development of nature-based tourism by enhancing 
common and cross-border solutions

• Strengthen the development of cultural tourism by 
making availible and visible the culture and cultural 
heritage

• Develop culture and creative industries through 
refined or new cross-border products, methods 
services and networks






SOCIAL
& BEYOND
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MOTIVATION
KNOWS NO
BORDERS.

Priority 4 
Better and more sustainable 
cross-border cooperation  

Specific Objective 4.1 
Cross-border cooperation capacity building 



& BEYOND& BEYOND

Specific Objective 4.1 
Cross-border cooperation capacity 
building 

• Feasibility studies for large cross-border regional 
investments 

• Cross-border governance projects for better 
regional functionality and enhancing capacity 

• Clustering participation in the Arctic Cooperation 

• Data and statistics related to the regions and Sami 
groups

• Long term statistical solutions 

• People to people projects in trust building 

• Institutional capacity building 
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& BEYOND





COOPERATION
& BEYOND





image1.png







image2.emf





Co-funded by 
the European Union




Aurora
























New budget Allocation 205 M€, ERDF appr. 125 M€

Priority 1 

Priority 2 

Priority 3

Priority 4 

Smart and sustainable growth

Green and sustainable
transition

Education, culture and lifelond
learning

Better and more sustainable
cross-border cooperation

30%

24%

8%

38%



Project Types
Small-scale projects

- Lump sums

- Max 20 000 Euro/country

- Duration 6-12 months

Regular Projects up to 200 000 Euro

Regular Projects over 200 000 Euro

Financing Rate
65% EU-funding for Swedish and 
Finnish partners

50% IR-funding for Norwegian 
partners

Project Types and EU-Financing Rates





Call 1 and 2, approved
Regular & Small Scale projects
Priority Approved 

applications
EU support 

(MEUR)
IR support

(MEUR)

1. Smart and sustainable growth 23 16 254 847 1 807 245

2. Green and sustainable transition 8 6 764 925 575 051

3. Education, culture and 
sustainable tourism

14 8 610 789 1 027 329

4. Better and more sustainable 
cross-border cooperation

10 2 788 306 811 533

Total 55 34 418 867 4 221 158







Priority 1. applicants
A smarter Europe 

Aalto University Foundation sr
Ab Jakobstadsregionens Utvecklingsbolag Concordia
Ab Yrkeshögskolan vid Åbo Akademi/Yrkeshögskolan Novia
Akkuser Oy
Akvatik AS
BioFuel Region BFR AB
Bodens Utveckling Aktiebolag
Centria-ammattikorkeakoulu Oy
Elkem ASA
LUKE Luonnonvarakeskus
Luleå tekniska universitet
Lunds universitet
Länsstyrelsen i Norrbottens län
EMMA RICKLUNDS STIFTELSE
Eskoon Sosiaalipalvelujen kuntayhtymä
Etelä-Pohjanmaan hyvinvointialue
Ferritico AB
Finnmarksløpet AS
Helsingin Yliopisto
Hushållningssällskapet i Norrbotten-Västerbotten
Ilmatieteen laitos
Inarin kunta
Industriellt Utvecklingscentrum Norr AB
Institutet för Rymdfysik
Jyväskylän yliopisto
Kajaanin Ammattikorkeakoulu Oy
Kvarkenrådet EGTS
Lapin ammattikorkeakoulu Oy
Lapin yliopisto
Lappeenrannan-Lahden teknillinen yliopisto LUT
Kokkolanseudun Kehitys Oy
KUPA AS
Norsk institutt for bioøkonomi (NIBIO)

University of Oulu
Vaasan Yliopisto
Norinnova
Symbios of Sweden AB
Tracegrow Oy / Rec Alkaline Oy
Tampereen korkeakoulusäätiö sr
Universitet i Tromsø - Norges arktiske universitet
Norrbottens Handelskammares Service Aktiebolag
Nivala-Haapajärven seutu NIHAK ry
Mind Detonator AB
Övik Energi Aktiebolag
Region Västerbotten
Raahen kaupunki
RISE Processum AB
SINTEF Narvik
RISE RESEARCH INSTITUTES OF SWEDEN AB
Stormossen Oy
Svenska Handelshögskolan
Skogstekniska klustret Ekonomisk förening
ProAgria Oulu ry
Ruralis
Seinäjoki University of Applied Sciences
Science City Skellefteå AB
Saferock Nord AS
Sibelco Nordic AS
Suomen ympäristökeskus
Stiftelsen Adopticum
Region Västernorrland
Nord universitet
Remiks Miljøpark AS
SWERIM AB
Pohjois-Suomen rakennusklusteri ry, Norra Finlands
byggkluster rf

Oy Merinova Ab
VAMK Ltd. University of Applied Sciences
Oulun kaupunki
Vasaregionens Utveckling Ab (VASEK)
Oulun ammattikorkeakoulu
Mittuniversitetet
NUSSIR ASA
Umeå kommun
Kunnskapsparken Helgeland AS
Kompetensspridning i Umeå AB
LTU Business AB
Orinor AS
Sveriges Lantbruksuniversitet
Osuuskunta Viexpo
Norges vassdrags- og energidirektoratet (NVE)
LKAB Minerals AB
Pohjois-Pohjanmaan hyvinvointialue
Perämeren Jätehuolto Oy
Macon Oy
NTNU









Priority 2. applicants
A greener Europe

Ab Yrkeshögskolan vid Åbo Akademi/Yrkeshögskolan Novia
Akvaplan-niva
Bodö Kommune
Centria-ammattikorkeakoulu Oy
Dåva deponi och avfallscenter i Umeå AB
Ekoskog
ELY- elinkeino liikenne ja ympäristökeskus
LUKE Luonnonvarakeskus
Luleå tekniska universitet
Länsstyrelsen i Jämtländs län
Länsstyrelsen i Norrbottens län
Länsstyrelsen i Västerbottens län
Työterveyslaitos
Finnish Wildlife Agency (Suomen Riistakeskus)
Finnmarkseiendommen FeFo
SVERIGES GEOLOGISKA UNDERSÖKNING
GRANS SAMEBY
Stiftelsen Norsk Institutt for naturforskning NINA
Vasa stad
SKOGSSTYRELSEN
Ruokavirasto
Saamelaisalueen koulutuskeskus
Statsforvalteren i Troms og Finnmark
Stockholms universitet
STIFTELSEN VÄRLDSNATURFONDEN WWF
GTK Geologian tutkimuskeskus

Universitet i Tromsø - Norges arktiske universitet
Suomen ympäristökeskus
Vaasan Yliopisto
Paliskuntain yhdistys
SVAIPA SAMEBY
RANS SAMEBY
Insamlingsstiftelsen Rewilding Europe-Sweden
Itä-Suomen yliopisto (University of Eastern Finland)
Kajaanin Ammattikorkeakoulu Oy
University of Oulu
Veterinærinstituttet
Kalix kommun
Norsk institutt for bioøkonomi (NIBIO)
VAMK Ltd. University of Applied Sciences
Natur och Miljö rf
Kvarkenrådet EGTS
NILU - Stiftelsen Norsk insititutt for luftforskning
Lapin ammattikorkeakoulu Oy
Sveriges Lantbruksuniversitet
Midtskandia
Umeå kommun
Nord universitet
Metsähallitus
Metsäkeskus
Korsholms kommun
Lapin yliopisto
Linnéuniversitetet 







Priority 3. applicants
A more social Europe

Ab Kristinestads näringslivscentral
Ab Yrkeshögskolan vid Åbo Akademi/Yrkeshögskolan Novia
Arctic Economic Council
ASLAT HEAIKA SIMMA
Centria-ammattikorkeakoulu Oy
Daasta AS
LUKE Luonnonvarakeskus
Troms og Finnmark fylkeskommune
Luleå Business Region AB
Luleå tekniska universitet
Enga skole
Tjongsfjord barnehage
Tjongsfjord skole
Sundsvalls kommun
Region Norrbotten
Sør-Varanger kommune
TROMSØ KOMMUNE
Turun yliopisto
STIFTELSEN LÄNSMUSEET VÄSTERNORRLAND
Ruka-Kuusamo Matkailu ry
Runolaulu-Akatemian kannatusyhdistys ry
RIKSTEATERN
Sámi allavskuvla
Rønvik skole
Finneid skole
Sallan kunta
SELÅNGERS FÖRSAMLING
SALT Lofoten AS
SALTEN REGIONRÅD
STIFTELSEN NORDNORSK JAZZSENTER
Storumans kommun
Skellefteå Museum AB

Svenska Österbottens förbund för utbildning och kultur
SØR-VARANGER UTVIKLING AS
Finnish Lapland Tourist Board ry (LME)
Visit Narvik AS
Gold of Lappland Ekonomisk förening
Helsingin Yliopisto
Visit Skellefteå AB
Visit Umeå AB
Visual Magic Education AB
Wild Salmon Adventures ky Go Sápmi
Inarin kunta
Into Seinäjoki Oy
Utsikten barnehage
Tampereen Yliopisto
Swedish Lapland Visitors Board ekonomisk förening
Norsk institutt for kulturminneforskning (NIKU)
Itä-Suomen yliopisto (University of Eastern Finland)
Kajaanin Ammattikorkeakoulu Oy
UNG FÖRETAGSAMHET I NORRBOTTEN
Kalajoen kaupunki
Åarjelsaemien Vierhtiesåafoe/Sørsamisk kunnskapspark
University of Oulu
Universitet i Tromsø - Norges arktiske universitet
Moskoselcreativepark
Vasaregionens Utveckling Ab (VASEK)
NORDISKT GENRESURSCENTER
NordNorsk Reiseliv as
NordSalten Avis
Kansanmusiikki-instituutti ry
Nordland fylkeskommune
Kehittämisyhdistys Liiveri ry
Oulun kaupunki
Sveriges Lantbruksuniversitet
Kemi-Tornionlaakson koulutuskuntayhtymä Lappia
Kvensk Finsk Riksförbund
Lestijärven kunta

KIRUNA LAPPLAND EK FÖR
Mittuniversitetet
Koillis-Suomen kehittämisyhtiö Naturpolis Oy
Lapin ammattikorkeakoulu Oy
Løkta barnehage
NorrlandsOperan Aktiebolag
KULTUR AKADEMIN, IDEELL FÖRENING
Meänsuomen Föreeninki - Byfinska Föreninge
KULTURENS BILDNINGSVERKSAMHET (KBV)
Kvarkenrådet EGTS
Kvarnen samkommun
STIFTELSEN SAMEFOLKET
Skjerstad Oppvekstsenter
Straumen barnehage
Stiklestad Nasjonale Kultursenter





Priority 4. applicants
A better and more sustainable cross-border cooperation

Luleå tekniska universitet
Länsstyrelsen i Norrbottens län
Länsstyrelsen i Västerbottens län
Haurun Jäteauto Oy
Hela Sverige Ska Leva Norrbotten
Kainuun liitto
Kajaanin Ammattikorkeakoulu Oy
Kemi-Tornionlaakson koulutuskuntayhtymä Lappia
Kiertokaari Oy
KIRKENS SOS NORD-HÅLOGALAND
Kvarkenrådet EGTS
Kvensk Finsk Riksförbund
Lapin liitto
Troms og Finnmark fylkeskommune
Koulutuskuntayhtymä OSAO
Macon Oy
Region Västerbotten
Suoma Sámiid Guovddássearvi ry
Runolaulu-Akatemian kannatusyhdistys ry
Meänsuomen Föreeninki - Byfinska Föreningen

Midtskandia
Restproduktbearbetning i Boden Aktiebolag
Svenska Österbottens Ungdomsförbund (SÖU) r.f.
Mittuniversitetet
Nord universitet
Saami Council Headquarters
NORDISKA SAMERÅDET
University of Oulu
Stiftelsen Kyrkans Sos
Pohjois-Pohjanmaan liitto
UTBILDNING NORD
Norsk institutt for bioøkonomi (NIBIO)
Umeå kommun
Pohjois-Karjalan maakuntaliitto
Universitetssykehuset Nord-Norge HF
Åbo akademi
Nordland fylkeskommune
Nordlandia Stordalen barnehage
NTNU



What signifies a good Interreg Aurora project? 
• Relevance for the Programme

• Cross-border cooperation

• Sustainable development

• Partnership

• Project logic

• Relevance to target group

• Value for money

• Dissemination of project results



Get prepared! 
• A continuous call system for Small-scale projects

• Call 3 for Regular projects 5 September - 10 October 2023 (Prio1.1 closed)

• Call 4 for Regular projects 5 February - 5 March 2024

• One joint application (SE/FI/NO)

• New process for Finnish co-financing

• Simplifications

• Programme Manual

• Tutorials on Youtube

• Early project idea template/project consultation

• Contact the Joint Secretariat for questions









WELCOME
Interreg Aurora event  
2023 - Interreg Aurora

NEWS!
Interreg Aurora is  on 

https://www.interregaurora.eu/news-events/oulu2023/
https://www.interregaurora.eu/news-events/oulu2023/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/interregaurora/
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Thank you for your attention!
www.interregaurora.eu

#interregaurora

Managing Authority, County Administrative Board of Norrbotten

Phone: +46 10 225 50 00

E-mail: interregaurora@lansstyrelsen.se

Norwegian Managing Organisation, Troms and Finnmark County 

Council Phone: +47 474 55 357

E-mail: ian.jawahir@tffk.no

http://www.interregaurora.eu/
mailto:interregaurora@lansstyrelsen.se
mailto:ian.jawahir@tffk.no
https://www.facebook.com/InterregAurora/
https://www.instagram.com/interregaurora/
https://twitter.com/interreg_aurora
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCd-CUoAOjUp6qhxkrA9I-iw
https://www.linkedin.com/company/interregaurora/
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